TRIAL 
OF KIM 
PHILBY 


AT 9.30 a )i) on hi!( last day 
England, May 25. 19ol. Donald 
Mai'loaii was walking dtKuroasly 
from Charing Cross Stalion to his 
room In the Foreign Office. Ray 
Burgess, never ;i devotee of early 
rising, had onlv just got nut of 
bed in his New' Bond Street Rat 
by A.spreys. He was reading the 
Ti)ncs and driiiking tea made liy 
his friend .lack Hew it, Kvcrythiiig 
was relaxed and unhurried. 


warned, Ihruugti Kim i’hilby in 
Washinglnn that Dnnalrl .Maclean 
was about In be interrogalrd. 
made a vital deiision By liiat 
evening Jllacleaii had gone, in a 
cloud of mvcli-ry— and Burgr-ss 
had gone willi tnnv 

But f<ir Kuigess s eselleil and 
iiiinecessarv ili.aiit. llmig.s ini.i;lil 
ti.i\e been vcrv ilitlerenl for Kim 
riiilby Cniui’ivablv. the must 
remarkable Smiel spy ever In 
penetrate the Weslerii inlelli- 
.aeiii'e enminumiy might have 
lemained iindi'iin le<l for aiiolln r 


the SetKt IntelLigenre Service. 
Insight's inaiititei have now 
ulablMbcd, in detail, that Phllby. 
publicly sacked from the foicign 
^ice In 1»S1, «w Jn fact 


the shadowy period before he second phase, despil 


became an Observer foreign 
correapottdent at the request of 
the Foreign Office. 

This did not merely mean that 
PhUby, the Soviet spy. bad a 
second chance to penetrate 
British Intelligence. It meant 
that the impression gained from 
ParllamenUiy statements on two 
occasions was false. 

The story of how all this hap- 
pened Is In part the itory of a 
clandestine battle between the 
two principal secret departments 
of tbe British Administration; the 
Secret Intelligence Service 
(M I ^ and the Security Service 
(HI a). A major turning-point 
in this Struggle was a strange 
“secret triaf^ In which Philby 


The second phase, despite a 
stubborn rearguard action by 
Phil^, is essentially one of 
decline, detection and ultimate 
defeat: the destruction of the 
unique position Philbv had built 
up at the heart of the Western 
intelligence-system. 

Tbe dividing point between the 
Iwo phases was the day of the 
Burgess-Haclean defection. Hie 
events of Hay 2$, 1991, can be 
reconstructed in detail. 

Burgess’s relaxed mood that 
morning was understandable. He 
did not have to go to (he office 


une in the daLijr preu hes now 
ctnoved the ersuneat /or diuuialns 
lis identity. 



'■’’'Ayr- - 9^.: V’ 


successfully defended himself 
against the charge that he was a 
Communist agent. The result of 
the struggle was victory for M I 5: 
the discrediting of Ihr SIS 
eventually became so acute that 
Sir Dkk White' was promoted 
from being head of M I 5 to take- 
over as head of the rival SIS, 
which he remains today. 

Thai radieal break with Secret 
Service tradition is generally 


Ihe soldiers and sailor 
before him, the S 
smoolhiv ami is i 


How Burgess 
and Maclean 
vanished 

TSIK V \i!i;Ki; Km I'li.Shv wenl 
•!„vmch 1VV.. n.ico I Imx's They 
; :,.i-.e, ile^rrilii-cl in oiir two ' 

j.ei.etraii -n i te Hrilish liitelii- 

lU ranks. Tte UndhiHkrca^ 
twi^ oot^ IMO loins a bianeh 
of sfS; 1941 hagamM a «b- 

section chief: 1944 put in charge 
of counter-Soviet operations; 1946, 
goes to Turkey to organise 
operation.s against the Russians; 

1M9 goei to WuUiHte aa 



LONDON. NOVEMBER, 1955: Philby, sinilin- <ind con- 
fident after his name was cleared in the Commons by 
Harold Macmillan, boldly holds a Press coiiferriice. .\ film 
of the conference from the B B C archives show s a complete 
lack of his usual hesitations and stutter as he rallies off 
denials. This is a transcript of uhat he said: 


^ ini'ic wa.s a iiiiki iiiau. v 

w Ihe third man'.’ SD. I irus uat 

there was one'.’ No fomincid. ,\lr I’hilbv, v oi 
asked to resign from the Foreign Ollicc' a fe 
Burgess and Maclean disappeared. The Ftn 
said in the past you had had Comtmiiii.st a- i 
is why you were asked to resign " I mis n 
hcrouse o/ an imprudent asstiriiititni. I'tiai 
tion with Burge.sst" ('nrrrct. W lial aboiii iii 
muiiist a.ssocial ions' Can yon la; ativthu) 
The f'.'vl (iW(' / .spo/.i' In II 


tew inonlli 
FtlK-lgll .Sci 


now li^ktout it. Well, I spoke to Bui^m Umt in ilprii 
or Hov. Iwl. He gave you BO idea that A 
be was a Oeaimunlat. at all? Never. ^ 

WOsdo^'W'fylUftA.'il^ Heft) stis on a pirii 
ktmA to be phatographed for tbe Sunday Tines by his aon, 
John: His quiasical snlle and Ms Rnssiui clotbes nuke a 
ishaif cantrait to tbe suave dipleuiatlc figure whe twelve 
V yean cMltor bad faeled tte MtU Press 





had just been ordered back 
a minor post in tbe 
rmafion depaifment of the 
Bmbaasy for a com- 
of Indiscretions mvolving 
uatity, drink, driving 
and inattention to duties. 
FO career was clearly 
at tbe age of forty, 
aclean, outwardly, looked in 
ch better shape. Only thirty- 
tn, he had been Head of 
ncery in Cairo, A set of 
nken escapades in Cairo had 
1 a setback: but now, after 
off for psycho-analytical 
tment, he was In charge of 
American Department of the 
ign Office In London, where 
. was not onerous, but 
mutton was always available. 

however, in worse trouble 
Burgess', he had been passing 
five amounts of information 
the Russians, and the two 
reel men who followed him 
lg Whitehall were M I 5 men. 
bout an hour after Maclean 
bed his desk, a brief and 
lortant meeting took place 
the same building — m the 
■ious elegance of the Foreign 
retary's room. The head of 
F 0 Security Branch and 
high official of Min, 
the Foreign Secretary, 
■berl Morrison. Morrison gave 
rn authority to interrogate 
laid Maclean about the leak- 
s of information to the 
isians which the Brili.sh 
jrity men had been investigat- 
for more than a year, 
his brief, high-level exchange 
the result of a longer and 
'C agonised se.vsion the day 
ire at lower level Two 
ials each from the three rte- 
imciit.s involved— S IS, MIS 
the Foreign Oilico — had met 


Maclean, who had li 
rc for .-ome liim- tliai he 
lg follovved iiiill «as being 


of 1949, Kim P 

he was swiftly iambntlled In tiap 
spy-hunt 

The crucial fact before the half- 
dozen officials was that exhaustive 
analysis of the Washingtni 
embassy dies qade Haclcan the 


legal evidence unless Maclean 
could be perstaded to coiHeu. 
Everything, tlieiefore, hung «m a 
successful intirrogatlOn. The 
conviction of lie FO men that 
Hadean was “ripe” carried the 
meeting. 

Philby would have known of 
the intenogatim decision within 
hours; he would have known from 
his own part in the SIS investi- 
gation how important k Soviet 
spy Maclean wis. And now the 
time for a getaway had been 
sharply reduced 

There was, hswever, still time: 
because the decision did not 
mean Immeditde interrogation. 
May 29, when the omdat's 
decision was ratified by Morrison, 
was a Friday, and this meant that 
the interrogation would not begin 
until Monday morning. It would 
almost certainly have nailed 
Maclean. M 1 9 had prepared their 
best man. William Skardon: the 
relentless, courteous ex-Murder 
Squad detective -u-ho had cracked 
the atom -spy Klaus Fuchs. 
Maclean, haunted by guilts about 
both espionage and hninoscxua- 
litv'. was just out of psycho- 
iiiiiilvsis, and should have lieen a 
helpless target. 

But Kkardon never got to his 
mull .lust about Ihe tiiiie I hat 
.Morrison was giving his assent 
on Friday morning, Guy Burgess 
was taking the first nincrele .stc|) 
Itiwarrls getting Donald JIacii-an 




lla4:M(l««*vMil Mtu^y pkoM 
cklb in cMmecUeB wftb du boU- 
day trip wllb tbe American. 

But 'from tbe ttUM that ^unt 
was canceled, Burgess scarcely 
stepped moviiiz. He made tnore 
phone nils, hired a bar " tor 
about tea days,” bought a new 
suitcase and clothes, went home 
10 pack, had some ditiiks In tbe 
Refonn <ffub and finally drove 
off throimb the Tuah-bqur traffic 
to Donald Maclean's.house at Tats- 
field in Kent 

Meanwhile, Maclean had' en- 


Fhflbjr. 

Had liMilean tloM vanished, 
PWhr mwld menily have been 
OM of tho “outer ring” of 
•uspe^-He knew that Ifeclean 
was to ha gilliad; but m did a 
'great many othet people who 
would have bem ukeuer sus- 
pedU. But Burgess had been 
Uvliu in HWby’s haute in 
WuQagtm juat More be was 


, — on top 01 cnat 
was a long-standing friend of 
Phiiby's. 

Irresistibly, FUlby was pro- 
moted to being one of tbe top 
half-dozen susj^U: If onN be- 
cause if one drew up a list of 
Hadean suspects and a list of 
Burgess suspects, he was 
the only man who figured 


uielv birthday lu 
in London. (He ' 
on May 29.) Had 


He was pleased about the child 
his wife Melinda was expecting, 
and about tbe fact that be had 
overcome his absurd infatuation 
for a night-club porter. His MIS 
“ tails,” whose instructions were 
to follow him only during the 
day, saw him off on his usual 9.19 
tca'in from Charing Cross. 

Late that night, after dining 
at Tatsfield. Burgess and Maclean 
drove in the hired car down to 
Southampton. At midnight, they 
boarded the Palaise with a minute 
to spare. They were so late that 
Burgess left the car parked illeg- 
ally on Ihe quay. A sailur asked 
. w hat Lhev were doing, and 
Burgess bellowed: " Back on 


A feud breaks 
out in the 
secret world 


Fill: SPY. .IS fur a jiolifician, 

III,- l•.ss^l|llal rccuii.sili- is the 
siiniilcst, luck, .tnd it seems that 
I'liilli;, s luck rail cnil \ilii-n 


£50 a week 
and treated 
like a lord 

PPP covers every penny of it 

The cost of a private room in a hospital varies from £40 to £7 j a week, 
according to the hospital and area. On top ol ihi.s, -il' course, come the 
fees for surgeon, anaesihctisi, «t. 

Yet more end more people are choosing pris'ate ireauncni u iihoiu 
woTTj'ing about money. I'hcy are protected against (he cost ilirnugh 
membership of Private Patients I'ian. 

For a shilling or two a week you too can have the extra aitemion and 
comfon that are beyond price in times ol illness. You can eiioosc the 
specialist and when you will see him. too can ch,»,se sih. i, and 
w here to hat e hospital treatment. You can have the extra t ■ -ml 1 -n s of 
a private room with bedside telephone, TY and greau-r lree.i..m m 
visiting hours. 

Private patients Plan sets no weekiv limit on the tosi ..I a r-i- ale 


tho (Jiioi ri Miirv. .\'o- 


non-prolii making organisation. Last year over 
out in bcnetiis, .Membership has doubled m 1)11 
Now is the time to ensure this extra contlori at 
you and your iamiK. ’I'he subscription is onl\ 
and there are signilieani Jiscoums jl your -i-ni 
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lease 

became the tanet of a fero- {{I* S2S?ton. nS^d 
1 1^'** In th^haiidi </dviliai^^ 

^ 'a fessional intelligence-men. Id 

tcrly that they had given a ig^g the gang-busting pollce- 

rlnThlrt .h^SS M Director of MI 5; its 

found had sha^ his ho^ drlving-fotce was a man 

^ T 0 1 had"cap'penrhls“dis:^ EHSaSslKI 

? Cruise by ! 5 ni'%“ 4 ,is;s.s 

f srrf'cssjsris «»<"«■» 

^ ^ ^ (« tfCf'O t* head of Q-Branch in the F 0, SI S, fortultuoualy, had 

W ^ ^ ^ ^ .^'9I.CU. Rew to Washington and ques- avoided wartime reconstrue- 

tioned Philby. Almost im- tion; its leadership remained 
T T - a. - t« mediately afterwards Philby ex-military, with a itreng 

nOr ftlltl Pr w»s withdrawn from his jioat hangover of Indian PoUce 

■*■ ^ CIA/SIS liaison ofi^: influence. At the Ume of the 

— — ^ ^ -a epart from any suspicions the Burgess - Maclean defection, 

BriUsh had, the Americans fhe ^rvlce was still being 
lVJLdXU.dFa. dllU. were no longer prepared to tun hy Stewart Mensies, and 
deal with him. the days when his henchman 

tbp Canaripe 

inC ^aUant^ plrttowmebacktoL^on “"Im-IV 

snd face the Tntiaic rather Oiin W6r6 not for owsy. 

SAILINGS FROM LONDON EVERY uZ, d.tei uSSt’ M ih. Bat tl« SIS •«, a,,* 
THURSDAY SEPT Mat-MAYM. S;li“.,7rSi‘V4!! £ ® 

In hIs favour M I 5 of enu w Soviet KGB — which would 
Just you and 319 Other pampered guests on inevitably in' chanre of have been hard enough even 

a 10.000 ton stabilised liner with bars, bellroom, the investigation of the *i‘hput the fart that the 
nighielub, heated iwimming pool, air>conditionad “ third man ’’^affair. But once ,1* 

cabins and 5-star cuisine. This {loating Hoteliner MIS began to investigate an ThoM lals ”*■ m e^S IS 

I SIS officer like himse f two inv^ hays m ea;Bio 


«4‘‘u.eT'tnS? 

and face the music, rather ^ 

than defect himself at the „ B“‘ SJS was clearly 
earUesl opportunity. But ha^^i trouble Tnstchingjgp 
there was one thing strongly \he »n»^ve and powerftd 
In his favour M I 5, of coum, K G B— which would 


7 days ot sea. 6 in Islands of Paradise— that's 
your holiday-af-a-lifallme I Madeira, Lanzarote. to c 
Gran Canaria and Tanerifa await you I sion. 


enlirelv different phlloso- aesK man, " we just ttiqa c 

phies of security were bound »"y 

to come into headlong colli- Don out of Russia, and we 


never did until Penkovsfry 



60033004 i*"„v»ss 


ana nimot press the matter come to light In igsfl. .Tu 
But after they had given two baile Rems avhUaMl tOi 
Eh, “by a„llft to £nurum, the the mock proieeuUUi were 
British Council group began the ooerational catastnpbes 


got to Dogubayazit. 


-the Volkov affair and the 


They bad not passed him sinUter coliapee of the 
on the road from Kars Albanian subversion mission. 
He could not have come DesplU the fart that Philby 
north from Van because the stood badly compromised In 
road was Mocked by snow, both cases, the trial wu an 


1 /x: ■. 

I 

Olsen [; 
Lines !' 

1 RESENI STREET I ' 
LOHOOMW.l I 
(REOOSSi) L, 


13-DAY CRUISES fro 


.. . B u Slot's lit the sixties." if - 

Tjw Mid pnilosophv W8s snythins this fcclln? of ImIds ^*(11 

e of meticulous examina- under pressure probably ''Uy But*e« celaxlng In the gsrilens of i Kunlin sanatnri 


An added an>action this year 


! tion of files and records: the strengthened the S I S deter- ‘h« »'»*h '« J 

I department was « group of minafion not to lose their best >■»» metograpner. and 


I9M. '• Tike some piclurrs of me,' 


spycatchers. trained in build- 
ing up esses against suspects. 


" pro " because of the pis- 

judicies of Sillilne and White the impression that Philby lout h allow 
in Ml 5. had been dismissed from all of political 

Philhv has tn rpmvn from Govcrnmenf service in IMI fere. At 1hi 

Wun PhUbv did lose wa, tute, it was 


way. At least two of them did the accused offer the 

Sid™ iSSWaffi 

Had*" PMlbv '’'^mUredl"*'lhe ^‘***““* “ Du'’'**’"' Mllmo, Q C 
Had Philby crossed the , Hjgb court Judge!. 

.. . ^ »“«• 

At thrt tjme the Turkish lawyers who were sliochootn 


Soviet side was lined with ming up the en.suing dialect- 
two rows of barbed wire and ical Jousl. said: " It was u If 
fortified with watch low ers the cleverest man in the world 
half a mile apart. If Philby w ere lieiiig cri)as-exaniined by 
had crossed to Turkey fniin ihe stupidest man In the 


else had been permitted to than anyone else might have 
pass. done in the face of such finely- 

The implications of this tuned defences 

were so startling that the Phiiby's technique wa.s in 
scientists, who were nut un- fact relatively simple; to 

accustomed to meeting SIS deny evcrylhifig. and to spin 

officers decided that it winild nut hi.s answers to Ihe most 

be best to forget the incident, straightforward quc.stiuns " I 

It is easy to understand know it looks .strange," he 

their reasoning It is less ca.sy would say. "but I didn’t do 

to understand that of the it Thai ,s nol the wav il was '• 

SIS Why put Philby, an And laekme a scintilla of hard 

agent under su.spicidn of evidence, beyond the bare 

working fnr the Soviet t’nion, as.soeiation w'ilh Burge.ss in 

into an area where hr is Washington, the pniseculion 


Innnediatcly and predict- jnevi 

ably, ihr two departments ■■ reg[ 

sDlit on hnw to handle the both ’’Harold Macmillan, " in 
Phulby case. Ml a WRiited to 1S55, and Edward Heath in 

make a long, detailed mvcstl- isfiji, made great play in their 

inn of him: SIS of enurse statements to the House of 


,»eig'’i?^o‘^er^SL"e^.5s; 


- -J 



d this. They offered Commons. Heath, whose talk "J'"?, 

i nalivc, which was that was to admit that Phiiby's ” 

I Sir Stewart Mcnzics, loyalties had at last been f 

ef of ihf S i S through- finjliy proved by hi& defer- of agent 

tforir n^iL*, ijon to Russia^ was particu- ^ But it look 

day talking larly energetic. denee. as Ih 


in • LLifh uhiih America: and presumably his 

i;: M*[kTsrrvfrr 'Jhe^rS^?;? 

Heatt^hose’ uik 


of political borders to inter- 
fere. At the Mclkonian Insli- 
tute, it was said in Cyprus, it 
was possible lo send’ a mes- 
.sage to Soviet Armenia in 


officers decided that it would nu! hi.s ai 

be best to forget the incident, straighffo 

It is easy to understand know it 

their reasoning It is tcs.s ea.sv would sai 

a,..' understand that of the it Thai .s' 

,1 . SIS Why put Philbv, an And iackii 

es of me" under su.spieion of evidence. 

I’m rieui'" w-orking fnr the Soviet t’niiin, as.soeiatioi 

into an area where hr is WashingK 

bound to enme into conhict could get 

sldcration with Rus.slans. ■■ Was 

Only two theories can Mllmo wo 

explain this. Either the S I S was 57 dc; 

i7f mn” thought that Philbv had been wcsierh 

.r. fully clcaied or else tli. v Phill.v ' w 


naliy proved by his defer- 

ion to Russia, was particu- . But it looks, from the evi- 
irly energetic. dence. as Ihough they used 

skr^^^o^-'r'^^n ?rem" ftl *gamr irynig*"" 

nreierf Sonnee ?n Jidv^ Iflil Russia, and get 

" wh^ch^he'did Ihm 

xplaincd how Philby had hid Vi'i - 

period of "some eniplry- „ n -i viV,;l ’ 


^";;;:'.rtrussell& 
r,.;;;::;.*; brcMTiley 


11 of Ihe period, we 
I the Whitehall 
by which S 1 .S men 
1 as "the Friends ■■ 
bleakly; " 1 used to 
them as " the 


we Itt.iti that the dliscrver might 

hail like to give him a job it 

lien wa.s, of course, the (ib.server 
Is" job. as correspondeni In 

to Beirut, thal Philby held at Ihe 
the time of his defection in 

January. l<l(i:t; even after 

wo reading between the line.san 
.'ly .11 P would priibablv have dol 


Strange 
encounter 
in Turkey 


absences were a little harder 
to explain — especiallv after 
a bizarre enrounter which 
ociurred in Eastern Turkey 
III ihe winter of 1(15!’ 

A group of 12 British 
Council scientist.s on a (iclii 
I'xpcdilion in Crci'iiinaiitle 
country near the bonier 
between Turkey and Smiet 
Armenia drote'into mmi/ 
la.i) oiitposi ciillrd Di.vii- 
baynzil and slopped lor pet ml 
The attendant told them that 
there was another Englishman 


I found thb 

mB 


foM MItk. 
«k»t «wld a h 

mm te Mw 


j like ItS dScult for 

a newcomer to remain a 

I stranger for long. So when mivM i»^vhF1h«v 

I miby arrived there in Octo- Sruda^ tbroueh*Hie snow^to wneiner a criminal prose 

her,. f9M,-ttoee months alter [K 5^,1 sha ore Do" "f PWlby was likely 

his "resignation” he was or tfo and* tent miles ^Kim succeed. In July, 1952. lean 

pU^ywa^nMSing^^S ^ 

social round. , ^fga^tte, 

Gradually the impression holding courTin Turkish wllti 

crept around that Philby was the locals 
"somethiM to do with the One of the scientists who 
Philby well said hello 
Middle East Office. Once an to him and then asked him 
acquaintance who was a per- what on earth he was doing 


this: If I’hilbv has 
lug fur the Kiissia 
liemotitin tii the 


Phiiby’s 

secret 

^ trial _ J;' y 

MEANWHILE, MI 5 had com- .1 -t:,.:ri'b r'b aVhc 

plated thrtr mammotii In- dd ,<.• 1,..', -em In 
vestigatlon of Philby, and .,ir qiuti- m, 

wanted to put the reaults to _ _ 

teat. The method Anally chosen But Philhv's wahderingi 

was a full-scale mock trial, in in Turkey, ' and his four 
u»l^ j«ly ^ abaence of an wan out in the cold went 

clse : to discover, by Simula- In October, 1955, Col. Marcus 
lion of the proceedings, I.ipton, M P, electrified the 


else : to discover, by Simula- In October, 1955, Col. Marcus 

lion of the proceedings, I.ipton, M P, electrified the 

whether a criminal prosecu- House of Commons by 

tion of Philby was likely to naming Philbv as the " third 

succeed. In July, 1952. learned man " behind the defection. 


Philbv was inside’ slonme tM counsel were briefed. What. 

and smoking a cigarette, fo Tn'pvicience 
holding court tn Turkish wiih Drlng In eMdcnce . 


Bunwi were oneieo, wnai. Even now. the people in- 
xacl ly. would they be able vnlved arc unclear what hap- 
1 bring in evidence . pened. They merely share 

Although something mu.st an uneasy — and, as it 
y now have been discovered happens, justified— 
bout Phiiby’s political past, suspicion that they were 


acquaintance who was a per- what on earth he was doing did not stretch very far: three Col, I.iptuti himself seems to 

sonnel officer was gauche there. Philby. who had taken separate witnesses to the favour ihe idea thal the C I A 

cnoi^h to ^ what he was the unexpeeted meeting with Vienna period of burgeoning planted the information on 

Studying people considerable calm, said and unconcealed Communist him, presumably to embar- 

rertied. "But that's simply : " Collecting geo- conviction recall, with some rass the British Government 

b Phtlby grinned. "I logical samples. I'm on a surprise, that they were never into taking action against 

there's room for both holiday.” The scientist, who approached by British in- Philbv A more Machiavellian 

’ had suspected Phiiby’s SIS vesligators. interpretation holds that 


Studying people considerable calm, 
Philby replied. '‘But that's simply : ” Collecting 

my Job Phtlby grinned. "I logical samples. I'm 



m crnnatot^ SBcurB... 


Docs your insurnncii fully uuver the many different 
hazards invnlveil in running a business? A Prudential 
rnmliiiiod iiLsiiranee pniicy for shopkeepers i:iin cover 
all the riskslisted aloneside. It givers ymi the adviiiilage 
of dealing with only one proposal, one iiiemium, one 
policy, one renewal dale, one aiimial payment. And 
if at any time yini have a claim, rriidential servii:e 
ensure.', lhal il is selllcd promptly. 


A single policy can cover: 

Fire • Loss of Profits 
Burglary and Houscbieaki nq • Money 
Glass Breakage - Employers' Liability 
Public Liability - Goods in Transit 
Refrigerator Failure 

Scalcs.Casli Royisicrs, Voiidiny Machines 
Special Perils including 
Tempest and Flood 


my Job Phtlby grinned. "I 
IhinK there's room for both 
of us,” 

It was the sort of answer 
which could have been true | 
because it wis difficult to And 
anyone who knew what the 
B H E O's full functions were. 
(Sir Andrew, who was Gov- 
ernor from 1949 until 195d, 
admitted that he had visited 
the B M £ 0 without quite 
knowing what it did, “ What 
did they do?"). 

Phiiby's office was in a 
collection of huts in the 
middle of an agricultural re- 
search station near Athalassa 
known locally as “the stud 
farm," Unusually for a re- 
search station, it had radio 
masts, underground tunnels, 
and a heavy .securiiy guard. 

Philby was seldom there. 
Hi.s real job, of course, was 
still with the S I S. Instead 
of running a network of 
agents, Kim Philby had be- 
come one himself. Kicked | 
out of his office in Washing- 
ton. he had been sent out 
into the field. 

As well as his charm and hLs 
heavy drinking there wore 
two other things about Phtibx 
during this period which 
si nod out — his sudden interest 
ill Armenian folk musk', and 
his frequent spells away from 
Cyprus 

,S[>oii after he arrived on the 
island Philby began to attend 
Ihe Mclknniaii In.-lituti'. a eeii- 
Ire frequented by .Armenians 
from all over the l.i-vatit but 
inamly by refugees from 


into taking aelion against 
Philby A more Machiavellian 
interpret at ion holds that 
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Dick BKNMnu-Whlle, < Willlc ’ Skardon The 
Blital latier BIS eoet’ Heleni Hllme, the 

»llvc ■■ir*T«y*% kindly l■l«fr»s*»•r wh» inierracntM' who 
f«f Katkcrslen bioke KIom Fnchs filled in FUlby 


Pbllby's old ftlends acringed 


the truth is more prosaic. 
The whole thine was planted 
by Mr Jack Pishman, the 
resourceful news editor of the 
Empire News, a Sunday paper 
now defunct. Upton's direct 
informant was the Empire 
News crime reporter, Johnny 
Huiil-Cmwicy. 

It was a textbook example 
of an ancient joumalistir 
rievicc to evade the laws of 
libel. whU'h hinges upon the 
privilege a newspaper has of 
reporlins what is said in I’ar- 
liaincnt with no fear of a libel 
ad Ion, 

Fishman was a connoisseur 
of this technique and ho 
decided to prime twi> t-aboiir 
M I ’s— both noted for the 
ciitholiiitv [if their parlia- 
ineiitii rv (] in' s 1 i n n s — T ol. 
Marcus I.iptcin and the late 
Norman Dodds. 

Kill how had the Empire' 
News heard ahcnit Philby in 
the lirst place? Fishnian is 


the time, Sir Patrick Dean 
(now Ambassador in Washing- 
ton). And it was, according 
to one excellently-placed 
source, a document remark- 
able for what it did not say. 

At this polltica] level, the 
reconstruction of events is 
naturally a delicate matter. 
But the FO apparently felt 
that Its job was to plav safe. 
The brief therefore detailed 
only what little wax pronecl 
against Philby: a Communist 
paxt and an " imprudent asso- 
ciation.” as the jargon had it, 
with Burgess, 

At this time there wa.s 
certainly some powerful 
lobbying for Philbv. headed 
by the Inlluenrial Con- 
seri’ative M l‘ and former 
S I .S man, Richard Brnoman- 
Whjte but there is no evidence 
that this decided Macmillan. 

Macmillan found a com- 
promise Publicly, what 
weighc'd with him was his 


lihiTty cif the individual anti 
the power of the Slate He 
was therefore prepared to go 
into the rnmiiions and rli'ar 
I’hilbv — because there was no 


rivatelv hi.s verdict 
I I'hlibv must go To 
I ahnuf libertv in this 


Llpton, MP, Above: Kim PhUby enjoys a Joke with Kim Hussein of 
ke pluled 3nl ioidan nt Ammnn In IMk. Kigbl: Philby with Sleonor Pope-Brewee 


later bli thlid wife In Mint. 1»S«. 


enough to conduct a radical years away from joumalis 


SIS reform. The Prir 


like all of Philby’s Beirut In fact, Philby was Che best 


r vulQi&bave done anything 
else." 

Now Philby began to crack. 
He seemed to be undergoing 
the same collapse under 
strain that Maclean had 
suffered in Cairo more than a 
ddcade before: but this was 
happening to a man with con- 
aioerably more self-discipline 
than Maclean had ever pos- 
aessed ... a man who was a 
thorough professional in the 
difficult business of keeping 
up a long-term cover. 

His wbrk for his two papers 
dried almost to a trickle. His 
drinking began to embarrass 
even nis most tolerant 
friends. After a few cocktails 
he would be iiicoherenlly 
drunk and social evenings 
often lasted only long enough 
to get Kim into a taxi. 

Why did the Briti.sh Govern- 


had made mis- friends, combed hts recoUcc- Informed man in Beirut. In menl do nothing about him 


Minister, Anthony Eden, even takes (and admitted them), tion lor clues which might 


lor example, he pre- It seems that Sir Dick White 


confided that he took the the worst, so- his Beirut have indicated that Philby dii'ted positively that the was offered four choices, 

whole opentlon as “a friends thought, being an ill- was concealing strong Left- American Marines were going Philby could be eliminated. 


personal affront." advised but not discreditable wing political v 

Sinclair piuuiptly retired, friendship for the appalling could recall onlv 

and WllUains, the unfortu- Burgess. What they tfid not alight straws iti 

Jiate F 0 A, was moved to know, or failed to notice at indeed ! 

another job. Even though Sin- first, was the amount of time One night Fi 

Clair’s successor was already spent with the British SIS arguing with a grr 


He to land in Lebanon three days (Sir Dick imm 

very before they did in fact arrive, jected this choii 


virtually decided. 


month interval elapsed before quent trips to Cypru 


station officer and his fre nationalists 


Five years passed in Beirut. 
IS far as a journalist can 
ave a routine, Philby had 
ne. He rose around ten a.m,. 


rent.) The I.ebancse Security 
Police could be taken at their 
word (" There is no reason 
why we should interfere with 


appointment. As far as his work — or 

The name uhich emerged cover— as a journalist 
astounded the secret world — concerned he began v 
not least the C 1 A. The name certain advantages. He ki 
of the new C had been the some Arabic, he had a t 
priority target for the C I A s pendious knowledge of 
top man in London for week.s. Middle East and. of course 
hut it was not surprising that was the son of the emii 


concerned he began with same',' 
certain advantages. He knew Of cour 
some Arabic, he had a t om- The ai 
pendious knowledge of Ihe munisni 


theme: were the fundamental over, 
-or aims of American democracy to his 
vai and Russian Communism the some 
ith same',' \'cs, said the Arabs, downl 
ew Of course not, said Fiatere. Bai' 1: 


of Soviet Cam- und had his lirst drink of th 


as not with a hang- the removal of a wanted 
ink a prairie oyster British .subject to hi.s home- 
11 recipe; and walked land") and Philby brought 
ve hundred yards forcibly back to Britain and 
to the Normandv justice The SIS could try to 
■ he checked his mail persuade Philby to roltirn'and 
his first drink of the face charges Or there could 


munisni was to enslave free 
men. Fistere appealed to 
Philby. w ho managed to slam- 


Most afternoons he held ben 


in this particular mission he arabist St .lohn (few people mer out that he thought the with his wide circle of friend: 


failed. 

Sir Dick White, civj 
professional, had si 
Sillitoe at M 1 .7 three 


fundaiiu'iilal aims were the 
same " I always assumed 
Kim wa.s for the Free -IVorld. ' 


aid) but 6it John's fame Fistere recalled 


as director from one side to nsienlage in .\iab cv 
tne other was barely think- soon had friciuls ever 
able, lra.st of all in the ba.stion Kim and Eleanor i 
of S 1 .S. White’s Club. But the share Thankaeiving 
decision was forced through, with .John H Fistere, a 
mainly by Harold Maeiiiillan, Fortune iiiagaziiie 
then Foreign Sc'i retiiry and miire reeentlv run 

Lord Normaohnin!;, seeretan travel agency in 1’ci 

to Ihe Cabinet, on the inlef- lij. eqliallv .Aiiierirai 
estiiig groitnd.s that Sir Diek, sn|f.inriiiie<l )nniishin 
ill Ihe words of a conlempor- wmiid think, (or .son 
ar>. was "the only man we renin-tediv against tin 


i ti) Meanwhile Philby enntin 
rkey to expand his oRtrial eonia 
nner He spent a groat deal of tii 
liter more than any other cor: 
g a pondent, with people fi 
alii the British and Amerl 
if< — Emhassies He wa.s a con.sl 
on-' caller on the S 1 S stat 


told him lhal then' was 
irrefutable evidence that 
\v had been working for 
liij.ssiaiis Philby took the 
enge gracefuHv. admitted 


Phitby into defecting.' 

To Harold Macmilla 
Prime Minl.ster. it 


If Philby iDutd 11 
brought hack to Eiigla 
unproriuclivi' question 


the evidence and break nini" 
down— break him down in a 
way which could never be 
done In England. 

This was acceptable also to 
Macmillan since Philby'x re- 
turn to Britain under any clis 
enmstances would result in a 
messy trial and demands for 
an enquiry inln the running 
of the Bocurity Services. 


better if he left the west for 
good 

The CIA. less worried 
about public opinion, wanted 
more direct action and at one 
point wera considering a swift 
attempt to snatch Philby. 
When he disappeared on’hls 
way to keep a dinner engage- 
ment at the house of Hugh 
Balfour Paul, first secretary at 
the British Embassy, they 
became so Third Man con- 
scious them.selves that they 
grilled Balfour Paul at length 
ti) try to find out if he had 
given the warning. 

After the disappearan(-e 
came the pattern ol criptic 
letters now so familiar from . 
the Burgess-Macleaii cii.se. 
Even then none of his friends 
had the slightest suspicion 
that he was going to Hus.si.i. 
Indeed, even after repiirU 
thill he had arrived in Mos- 
cow most lit Phiil>y'.< Beirut 
friends remained iincim- 
vinced until on.' of them, an 
Indian jnuniali.st called God- 
frey .lensen, wrote to i'hilhv 
addressing the letter ' Kiiii 
Philby, Esq, Ministry of 
Foreign Affajrs, Moscow" 

In two wi'i'ki he g[il a 
ri'plv The letter cnn.-,].sted 


NKXT WKKK the Ipsson.s of tlio afTiiir 


STtStTriM* a mjmm 

teto tka drfceUoB. In 
speet, tM. It la wntHoMk 
lipw the deUUt ha adduced 
jumble hlghly-iectet accuracy 

asking • q^on, after can- 
suiting Col. Gem Wgfc hte 
spy-nunded bew-bencli col- 
league. Wtog was against so 
blunt an Tnatrunieot ai a 


blunt an tnatrumcDt ai a 
Parliamentury quorton 


•■S~be tii ~ oat 

able. Philby wm «red in 
October 1»5. For at least 
six montbf he was wUhort a 
regular job. But when Philby 
went to Beirut in September 
Iflse as correspondent for the 
Observer and the Economist, 
he was secretly employM 


duced from the New V i 
Sunday Mews. This set out. In 
great detail, what Upton took 
to be the CfA case against 
Philby. Upton was not t() 
know that the Joumaliri Maul 
had written it in the Empire 
News’s office in lyondon. 

Nobody behind this exer- 
rise, however, could have 
foreseen the consequences 
the question would have. In 
public, the only response it 
drew w«s a categorical assur- 
ance from the Porelgn Secro- 
lary, HaroW Macmillan: I 
have ho reason to conclude 
lh«t Mr Philby has at any 
lime betrayed the interests of 
this country, or to identify 
him with the so-cailed ' third 
man,’ if Indeed there wss 

^"■To the jubilant Philby, des- 
MteWng the subsequent 
Press conference vrilh ruth- 
less ease, it looked like the 
final rehabilitation. 

How Harold 

Macmillan 

decided 

MACMILLAN’S attitude to 
the secret serviees was patri- 
cian In a degree. “ I do not 
expect the gamekeeper to 
conic and tell me every time 
ho catches a fox," he once 
said. He adhered to the code 
that politicians should know 
little and inquire less about 
their iiitclligeiuc networks. 
Indeed, civil servants atlirm 
that Macmillan— unlike, say, 
Wilson— had no very high re- 
giirii far intelligenve glean 
ing.s. except «ii what he called 
"nuts and Ixills" ( technical 
infiirmalion about missib's 
and siichl Doe iif Macmillan's 


STdld not care 
Ml so Httle store by political 
Intelligence that It did not 
seem to him Philby could do 
any harm at all sitting in 
Beirut. 

In April, Philby had begun 
negotiations to establish a 
new cover, as a correspondent 
In Beirut. A senior Foreign 
Office man bad made an 
official approach to The 


Ihe loivernim nt. .-tnii 
had ill ;irliili.i'.i' 

Nor did th.' Inic 
KCOtcil III him hi'lp 101 


come from a Senior Foreign ■] 
Office ofBcial. t 

A surprising ’ 
new ‘C’ i 

is appointed < 

THE PARUAMENTARY de- 
bate in November had pro- 
vided a rare opportunity for , 
dutiiuhbosannas to the secret 
service. But even then time 
was running out not only on 
the incumbent C, the reluctant 
•' Sinbad ” Sinclair, but on the 
traditional intelligence philo- 
sophy his appointment repre- 
sented. His reUrement in 
Spring 1956 was the end of a 
dO-ycar epoch; he was the last 
of the soldiei-spymaslcrs. 

Some reform had already 
been imposed by tbe revival, 
in 1953, of the wartime post 
of F 0 A (Foreign Office 
Adviser) to S I S. And the first 
holder of the job. Sir (Jeorge 
Glutton, later ambassador m 
Warsaw, brought a greater 
measure of FO supervision 
over SlS’s activities. 

Ironically, however, Clirt- 
ton's successor as F 0 A, 
Michael Williams (now Minis- 
ter to the Holy See) was 
directly involved in the 
debacle which finally swept 
away the aid order. This was 
the notorious escapade of 
Commander Crabb in April 
1956, who (ailed to return 
from an underwater mission 
against the Ordxhonikidae. 
the .ship which brought 
Bulganin and Krushchev on 
a visit to this country, 

,\s the swan song of the 
Bid ginii'd, this struck a 
pathi'ticallv aiiiirnpi'iate note 
II was a hari'-ln-aiiu'd scheme 
fiDin the .start, with not the 
shghte.sl ilisccrnildc ailvant- 
agi' to offset llie nniiiiaginabk' 
political ri.sk.s involved 

'nul il sluiuld t'viT h:ivi’ 
hvvn coni’Oivi'd is iin »pt 


rnrstijcil tbo [Xilinviu 

The Philliy book 


The Economist through a 
third party, I! has always 
been a sore point with Donald 
Tverman, then editor of the 
Economist, that, although he 
checked on Philby with 
Harold Carcla at the F O, he 
was never fold either by the 
Office or bv The Observer 
that Philbv’s initial entrOe 
had been strictly an official 

There Is considerable evi- 
dence that the F O was inter- 
ested specifically in niacinc 
Philby in Beirut. He had 
family qualifications, and the 
posting, an Imoortant esninn- 
aee centre, had soecia) attrac- 
tions for the F 0 and SIR 
When Sir Dick took over, 
negotiations were virtually 
complete. This had a single, 
decisive impact on the status 
of Phllby's relations with 
S 1 S thereafter. However un- 
certain the degree of suspi- 
cion may have been in April, 
in ScDtember, when he left 
for the Middle JEast, it was 
absolutelv firm in the eyes of 
C himself. For practical pur- 
poses he was at last definitely 
"blown’' 

PhQby 

cracks-and 

disappears 

! KIM philby was easily the 
, most popular man in the 
British-Anierican community 
i ill Beirut. The English- 
, speakers there are a goxxipv 
little village, racked like all 
. exile groups by feuds and 
. quarrels. Kim was drunk a lot 
(It the time, often passed out 
at parties nr behai ed out- 


Bciriif by stealing another 
iiiaii'.s wife. 

Yet, even in the last months 
w tieii he finally began to rraek 
up under an inlolerable bur- 
den of deceit, he was always 
invited back. Drunk or sober 
—more often drunk— Philby 
was mu' of tho.se rare men 
wlni make women feel protec- 
tive while keeping the respect 
ami liking of men He did not 
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We put stripes back 
where they belong. 
Straight down men’s 
suits. 

Now we’ve striped 
again for the Autumn 
with a new range of 
subdued herringbone 
stripes in pure new 
wool Scottish tweed. 
Stripes and tweed 
suits are ‘in’. 
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PHILBY 

Ihe first pictures of him 
jith Melinda in Moscow 

Kim Philby and his fourth wife, 
11 elinda, formerly married to 
difector Donald Maclean, whom 
SK followed to Moscow after the 
Biirgess-Maclean flighL Pictures 
then in Moscow bj Josephine, 
Piiiby’s eldest daughter by Ms 
s^ond marriage. 

The Third Man 

Scandal-Page 45 
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